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Y O U R  P R I V A T E  N O N -P R O F I T  L A N D  T R U S T  

New President’s Message 

PO Box 81129, Wellesley Hills, MA 02481                               Follow us on Facebook 
WellesleyConservationLandTrust.org     email us: info@wellesleyconservationcouncil.org    (781) 591-7020      Instagram & Twitter! 

As I begin my first term as President of the Wellesley 
Conservation Land Trust, I would like to thank retiring 
board members and former presidents Fred Fortmiller 
and Nancy Bagdasarian for their combined decades of 
service to this organization. Both Fred and Nancy put in 
tireless hours creating the first edition of our “Walks in 
Wellesley” publication, along with editing and managing 
updated editions.  

Among many other initiatives, Fred led the board’s 
successful multi-year legal effort in the protection of a 
conservation easement--which also resulted in setting a 
legal precedent in which all Massachusetts land trusts will 
benefit. Also of note, Nancy led the very popular Fairy and 
Woodland Troll House Building at Pickle Point, 
enlightening hundreds of families over many years, held 
during Wellesley’s Wonderful Weekend. 

Since our non-profit founding in 1958, our first mission 
is “To protect and preserve the natural environment in 
Wellesley.” The WCLT is also responsible “To maintain 
sanctuaries open to the public for study and enjoyment.” 
This function continues to take on importance for those 
who seek the refreshment of the outdoors from the 
pandemic.  

The WCLT third mission is “To educate youth and interest 
adults in matters of conservation.” We took advantage of 
Zoom and presented nine(!) virtual educational events over 
the year in addition to resuming our bird walks and other 
events. We hope to see you at an upcoming event. 

With Fred and Nancy’s retirement from the board we have 
two open positions that need to be filled. If you are 
interested in learning more about a board position and 
what it entails, please reach out to me and I’ll put you in 
touch with our nominating committee. 

Your support is needed for the Wellesley Conservation 
Land Trust to continue serving the community. Renew 
your membership. Make an additional donation that is tax 
deductible. And ask a friend to become a new member. 

With appreciation, 
Michael Tobin, President 
mtobin@wellesleylandtrust.org  

Officers    Directors 
Michael Tobin,    Joan Gaughan 
     President       Bill Giezentanner 
Judy Barr,    David Hoffman 
     Vice President  Peter Jones 
John Spencer, Treasurer  Bruce Meltzer 
Kevin Hanron, Clerk  Open (2) - TBD 
 

Wellesley Conservation Land Trust board members 
David Hoffman and Michael Tobin led ten 
volunteers on a Sunday in June in sprucing up 
Cold Spring Brook Sanctuary. This two-acre gem, 
with a brook running through it, is a natural buffer 
between Route 9 and the Oak Street and School 
Street neighborhoods across from the Sprague 
School.  

The volunteers picked up litter in and around the 
sanctuary filling 5 large garbage bags, trimmed 
the grass along Oak Street, and picked up fallen 
branches and dead brush around its entrance. See 
our website for more info about this property. 

Cold Spring Brook Sanctuary Gets a Neighborly Clean Up  

 
Jim and Barbara Kaufman, David Hoffman, and Paul Cremonini show 
off some of the trash and brush collected at Cold Spring Brook 
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Support land protection in Wellesley:  www.wellesleyconservationcouncil.org/donate.html 

Thanks Fred Fortmiller and Nancy Bagdasarian 
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recyclable material from the remaining trash and 
deposited it in the appropriate containers at the 
town RDF. Over six weeks they collected a few 
hundred pounds of trash from these ponds, 
including removing fishing line from surrounding 
trees. Thank you, Adam and Andrew, for your 
outstanding contribution to conservation in 
Wellesley and the role models you have provided. 
We wish you success in your future endeavors! 

WHS Students Recognized for Outstanding Conservation 

Having first scouted out each waterway in Wellesley, Andrew Taplin 
(l) and Adam Walton (r) hit them all, removing trash from each one. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Hot Cider and Donuts at Cronk’s Rocky Woodland  
In what has become an annual fall tradition, over 
120 neighbors and residents came out on a perfect 
November afternoon to meet, reconnect, and enjoy 
this gem of a “pocket park” on Crown Ridge Road. 
The occasion was marked with the WCLT dedicating 
a new custom-made fire screen to the outdoor 
fireplace thanks to the generous donations raised 
from prior events. During COVID-19, organizations 
such as the girl scouts and daisies have made good 
use of the outdoor fire and educational space for 
many of their activities. 

We thank neighbor, volunteer, and sanctuary 
steward, Judith Boland, for opening The Cottage 
(The Retreat) and showcasing some of Gertrude 
Cronk’s family history and how she came to 
preserve this natural space for all to enjoy forever.  

 
 
 
 
 

Neighbors and residents enjoy a fine fall afternoon at Cronk’s 

Protect open space in Wellesley:   www.wellesleyconservationcouncil.org/become-a-member 

Wellesley High School graduating seniors Adam Walton 
and Andrew Taplin were recognized in May with the 
annual WCLT Outstanding Commitment to Conservation 
award. Adam and Andrew’s senior project was to clean 
up trash from virtually every lake and pond in Wellesley, 
by land and canoe. The waterways included Longfellow, 
Reeds, Waban, Paint Shop, Overbrook, Morton and more! 

Every Wednesday, Adam and Andrew sorted the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By canoe on the water and high boots on the land, Andrew and 
Adam diligently cleaned up all of Wellesley’s lakes and ponds. 
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Recordings on our Resources or Youtube pages: Pollinators p1: “Creating Living Landscapes” 

“Identifying and Removing Invasives” - Cricket Vlass Pollinators p2: “Designing a Native Plant Garden” 
“The Magic of Skunk Cabbage” - Judy Barr Pollinators p3: “Rethinking Yard Care” 

Invasive Plant Management & Removal at Guernsey Sanctuary 
The WCLT, continuing to follow a 2014 Stewardship 
Forestry Plan, organized multiple volunteer events at 
Guernsey Sanctuary over the past year. Board 
Members Judy Barr and Bill Giezentanner held two 
invasive plant removal days in the spring. Meanwhile 
student volunteer Clara Eikeboom (see photo-white 
sweatshirt), working on her Gold Award for Girl 
Scouts, organized several invasive plant removal 
days in the native wildflower area of Guernsey. WCLT 
will continue organizing these events at all of our 
sanctuaries as needed.  We look forward to the 
involvement of more of our members as we maintain 
our properties for the health of native species and 
the enjoyment of the community. 

To fulfill our land trust’s third mission, “To educate youth and interest adults in matters of conservation” 
during this past pandemic year, we accelerated our educational programs and provided nine virtual nature 
events plus four socially distant bird walks and our annual Fairy and Woodland Troll House building event.  
We featured our 25-acre Guernsey Sanctuary in a hugely popular onsite recording of Cricket Vlass, the 
town’s Horticulturist and Landscape Planner, presenting “Problems with Invasive Shrubs: Identify, Remove, 
Replace.” We also collaborated with the Natural Resources Commission and Sustainable Wellesley to 
present three native plants and pollinators webinars to support the town’s “Pollinate Wellesley” initiative. 
You can find these and more native plant and pollinator recordings and resources on our website under 
More/Resources/Native Plant and Pollinator.  
 

 

Nine(!) Virtual+ Educational Events During Pandemic Year 

A red-bellied woodpecker feeding its young near Pickle Point 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jenna Ocheltree and board member Bill Giezentanner at Guernsey 
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_________________________________________________________________
Donate, Join or Renew Your Membership for 2022! 
You can help preserve, protect, and maintain Wellesley’s open spaces by donating, joining or renewing your 
membership now for 2022. Please complete this application and return it with your annual dues, or join 
online at the link below. As the Wellesley Conservation Land Trust is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
(EIN 04-6079721), your membership and donations are tax-deductible to the extent of the law. 

 
 

The Wellesley 
Conservation Land 
Trust purchased its 
first property, Pickle 
Point, in 1960. When 
asked, “What do you 
plan to do with it?” We 
answered, “Why, leave 
it as it is, of course.”  

Come Out for a Walk in any Season! 
 

Name ___________________________________________ 
Address _________________________________________ 
Email ____________________________________________ 
Donations of stock, land, and easements are also 
appreciated. Contact us for more information. 
Consider a qualified charitable distribution (QCD) 
from an IRA to avoid taxes if you are over 70½.  

q Individual or Family 2022 Membership  $35 
q Land Trust Supporter    $70 
q Conservation Steward   $100 
q Daily Sustainer    $365 
q Patron     $500 
q Protector     $1000 
q Life Membership     $2500 
q Additional Contribution for Preservation  $______ 

Earmark my donation towards: qLand Acquisition 
qProtection qEducation qFriends of Guernsey 
Volunteer: qCleanup qStewardship qBoard Position 
 
Make your check payable to Wellesley Conservation 
Land Trust and return in the provided envelope to 
WCLT, PO Box 81129, Wellesley Hills, MA 02481. 
Fidelity Charitable Donor Advised Funds accepted.  

For contributions by credit card, please use the 
space below, or checkout with our secure website: 
www.wellesleyconservationcouncil.org/become-a-member   
Please charge my  qMasterCard  qVisa 
qMake this an annual, recurring charge. 
#____________________________________ Exp._____  
Signature ____________________________CVV______  
 

Save time. Join online!   www.wellesleyconservationcouncil.org/become-a-member 

Grab a copy of Walks in Wellesley, now updated, at Wellesley Books or visit our website 
for locations and directions to experience our beautiful sanctuaries in any season! 


